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MAPPING

THE PLAYERS

e 3 social network maps of about 13,000
Twitter accounts each: climate change,

advocates and skeptics

e Influence based on in-network followership




KEY FINDINGS

ADVOCATES

e Largely institutional, within prominent
long-established organizations, focused
on climate change and/or traditionally
associated topics

e Global scope
e Organic interest-diverse interconnections

e Dominant conversation: policy
e In the mainstream

SKEPTICS

e |ndividuals, think tanks and media orgs
focused on American conservative issues

e Very few focused exclusively on climate
change or traditionally associated topics

e National scope

e Many orgs new to advocacy and media

e Densely interconnected

e Dominant conversation: politics

e At the margins. .. until recently

In the middle: no man’s land, a little media, some skeptics



KEY INSIGHT

For skeptics, climate skepticism is (or not mainly) about climate change.



IN THE BEGINNING:
DOUBT, THEN DEBATE
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A NEW AGE

HERITAGE
FOUNDATION

SCIENCE
EXPERTS
FACT

CC1.0

BELIEF
PEOPLE
STORIES

CC2.0



“We have won the science. But the battle is going to go on.”

Jay Lehr, Science Director
Heartland Institute, March 18, 2017



MAPPING
THE NARRATIVE FIELD OF SKEPTICISM

e Two forums, 24,644 subscribers:
Climate and Climate Skeptics

e Daily analysis of top 10 posts in
each forum, in terms of up-votes:
1,860 posts and comment threads




CONCEPTUAL CHAOS?






THE NARRATIVE FRAMES

TROJAN HORSE
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Human activity is not the
cause, and the impacts
will be negligible.
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It’s an opportunity
for more growth.



THE NARRATIVE FRAMES

Global warming is a cult,
a church, a religion.
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THE NARRATIVE FRAMES

TROJAN HORSE NATURAL OPPORTUNITY

»
1
~ ~ . . ~
1 ~
Global warming is a cult, ' ' o
a church, a religion. : -~
32 3¢ . I . 32 3¢
J .
»~ L'd
1 Py ~ 1 s ~ 1
§°¢ Nvé §°¢
It’s a trojan horse Human activity is not the It’s an opportunity
for other agendas cause, and the impacts for more growth.

will be negligible.

SOCIAL

=MOTION CONTEXT



TROJAN HORSE Climate change is a trojan horse for other agendas, which cast
doubt on the intentions of advocates and calls for action.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

The Cult, the Church, the Religion
Paganism, Animism, Nature Worship
The Green Dragon

. Regulators, Control Freaks, Hypocrites
De-Population

. Watermelon

Elites, the Jews, Key Public Figures
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EMOTION Activated with fear and freedom.




1. THE CULT, THE CHURCH,
THE RELIGION




2. PAGANISM, ANIMISM,
NATURE WORSHIP



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7e_Q57WlITM

. THE GREEN DRAGON



https://vimeo.com/42472287

4. REGULATORS, CONTROL
FREAKS, HYPOCRITES



https://vimeo.com/147512776

5. DE-POPULATION




6. WATERMELON




/. ELITES, THE JEWS,
KEY PUBLIC FIGURES




SOCIAL CONTEXT

3 symbolic systems that tend to occur in association with this

narrative frame:

ADVOCATES ARE

WHAT THEY WANT

VALUES SCALE

TACTICS

REACTION

%

Eco-Fascists
Green Globe

Pollution—Purity

Restrict external
actions & choices

Me-ness: personal
choice, deregulation

-I-

Eco-Priests
Apocalypse
Sin—Virtue

Leverage present
guilt & future fear

Nowness: live for
the moment

|

Eco-Overlords

New World Order

Inequality—Equality

Centralize money and
power by tax & treaty

Placeness: nationalism,
local resource control



NATURAL Human activity is not the main cause of climate change, and

impacts will be negligible.

MESQZOIC CENOZOIC

= s E o 1. Solar Activity and Other Factors
a ke Q = ~ 2. Polar Bears, Show and Other Signs
§ % % E 3 3. Pollutant CO2?
“ 4. |deological Science, Alarmist Policy
Quatemary . 5. Faulty Models, in the Matrix
6. The Underdog, the Whistleblower

mospheric COZ
Ave. Global Temp.

/
o] |
.y ‘ 1\




EMOTION Activated with integrity, common sense and courage.




1. SOLAR ACTIVITY, AND
OTHER FACTORS

WHEN THE SOLAR AGTIVITY ENTERS A
MAUNDER MINIMUM

.

WILL LIBERALS BLAME HIJMAMACTII\IITY
AND TAK US'FOR GlﬂBAl HITED

Politifake.org

WATER VAPOR IS THE PRIMARY GREENHOUSE GAS AND IS IGNORED

Contribution to the Greenhouse Effect
i liiing e vaoih Greenhouse Gases In The Atmosphere

O Man-made
B Natural
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B Water Vapor
mCO2

O Methane
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40%

ANTHROPOCENTRIC CO2
0.117% OF GREENHOUSE GASES
BECAUSE OF ITS OVERWHELMING INFLUENCE AMONGST GLOBAL WARMING GASES

%
Water Yapor Misc. gases




2. POLAR BEARS, SNOW
AND OTHER SIGNS



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZLAt-cEIW0

3. POLLUTANT CO27?




4. IDEOLOGICAL SCIENCE,
ALARMIST POLICY




5. FAULTY MODELS,
IN THE MATRIX



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qI31a2L1Olw)

6. THE UNDERDOG,
THE WHISTLEBLOWER

First They Came for the Climate Skeptics




SOCIAL CONTEXT A reaction against a larger, ongoing shift toward increasing
complexity and abstraction in the technology and science that
underlies modern life?

e
Law-based systems Probabilistic modeling
Newtonian physics Constructor theory
Fixable machines Cloud-based services
Factory jobs Algorithmic replacement
Build a wall Craft evidence-based policy

Infrastructure spending Accelerating innovation



OPPORTUNITY Climate change is a chance for more growth, and a manageable

outgrowth of progress.

Global Greening

Florida Everywhere

More Energy, More Invention, More Prosperity: Progress
. The Cold Dark World of Drudgery

The Poor and the Vulnerable

Dominion and Stewardship
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EMOTION
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DISCRIMINATION
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Activated by hope, duty ... and industry PR.




1. GLOBAL
GREENING

“CO02 is part of the circle of life. .
. . We need to ensure that CO2
levels stay high enough to
support healthy plant life.”




2. FLORIDA
EVERYWHERE




3. MORE ENERGY,
MORE INVENTION,
MORE PROSPERITY:
PROGRESS



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKkCskJ6QzQ

4. THE DARK
COLD WORLD
OF DRUDGERY

“Do they want to
go back to the
dark ages and the
black plague?

—

Pre—Industrial

cl

¢. 3.000 AD.
Post-Industrial

Vl <+ L



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJWq1FeGpCw

5. THE POOR AND
THE VULNERABLE



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v15q6M_z13Q

6. DOMINION AND
STEWARDSHIP



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMgnbvO2zkI

SOCIAL CONTEXT A reaction against larger ongoing shifts toward cultural relativism,
identity equality and emerging notions around a radical
parity of being?

Alles Fuhlt
—_—
Great Chain of Being
Conscious man, under god Conscious earth
Evolution as optimization Co-evolution
Dominion and stewardship Participation
Human rights Species rights
Traditional marriage Gay marriage

43

Sex-based bathrooms ldentity-based



THE NARRATIVES
AND THEIR FRAMES

TROJAN HORSE
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It’s a trojan horse
for other agendas.

The Cult, the Church,
the Religion

Paganism, Animism,
Nature Worship

The Green Dragon

Regulators, Control
Freaks, Hypocrites

De-Population
Watermelon

Elites, the Jews, Key
Public Figures
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Human activity is not the
cause, and the impacts

will be negligible.

Solar Activity and
Other Factors

Polar Bears, Snow and
Other Signs

Pollutant CO2?

Ideological Science,
Alarmist Policy

Faulty Models, in the
Matrix

The Underdog, the
Whistleblower

OPPORTUNITY
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It’s an opportunity
for more growth.

e Global Greening
* Florida Everywhere

e More Energy, More

Invention, More
Prosperity: Progress

e The Cold Dark World

of Drudgery

e The Poor and the

Vulnerable

e Dominion and

Stewardship



ARE THESE NARRATIVES NICHE?

B N/A B Neutral | Skeptic B Advocate

FOX NEWS — NOV ’16 - MAR ‘17

KEYWORD — CLIMATE

ADVOCATE DETAIL

B Reported Speech
o Footage

. Guest

B Fox Mocking

¥ Fox Neutral



NARRATIVE OCCURENCE ON FOX NEWS — NOV ‘16 - MAR ‘17

TROJAN HORSE 22 - The Cult, the Church,

the Religion

e Paganism, Animism,
Nature Worship

e The Green Dragon

107 -+ Regulators, Control 187

Freaks, Hypocrites
4 - De-Population
19 -+ Watermelon

It’s a trojan horse 35 - Elites, the Jews, Key
for other agendas. Public Figures
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Human activity is not the
cause, and the impacts
will be negligible.

OPPORTUNITY

It’s an opportunity
for more growth.






